Reading I hardly needed to learn, for it is an inborn passion^
arithmetic I have never yet learned; history, although I then*
habitually gained top marks by reciting parrotwise pages of
dates which I immediately afterwards forgot, I can only retain
by seeing the places where things have happened; geography
only came to me years later through travel. Classical education
was none; and if any undeveloped talent for music, painting,
or sculpture ever lurks in the boys who go to such schools it
must, save in a case of genius, be efficiently nipped in the bud.

But when I was thirteen I left St. Augustine's and began to
earn my living. One day I was a schoolboy, wearing the un-
suitable clothes that were my penance for my parents' belief
that we belonged to a superior class: the shopkeepers called
these garments Eton Jackets and my derisive schoolmates
called them bumfreezers. The next day, my fingers still tin-
gling from Mr. Nairn's congratulatory parting handshake, I had
begun to serve a term as office-boy to a publishing firm.

I continued to wear my only suit, the bumfreezer with the
Fauntleroyan collar, for several months, until my employers
made me the vehicle of a protest to my parents. Then I was
bought a brown trouser suit the jacket of which, to my grief,
was not slit at the back as were those of all the other men in my
immediate circle whom I held to be really well dressed; why,
I complained to myself, did my parents insist in making me
conspicuous,

I was paid eleven shillings a week. .Five years later, when I
was eighteen, this had risen to eighteen shillings* When I was
sixteen I obtained a post at thirty shillings a week, but my
employers would not part with me without the full month's
notice to which the law entitled them because they paid me my
fourteen weekly shillings monthly, and my prospective new
employer would not wait

About eight in the morning I left the mass-produced street
in Brondasbury, which looks like the Dionae quintuplets
carried to Infinity, where we lived, and by means of a cb>
cuitous railway journey with long walks at either end reached
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